
Fina'maolek Program  
2026 Guidelines 
Theme: Green Spaces, Shared Places 

The Fina’maolek Grant Program, administered by the Guam Department of Agriculture’s 
Urban & Community Forestry Program, supports community-driven projects that enhance 
our island’s urban forests. This year’s theme highlights the importance of shared spaces—
parks, gardens, trails—and the need to green and care for them together. 

Important Information 
• Application Deadline: Saturday, February 7, 2026 at 7:00 PM (Chamorro Standard Time) 

• Total Funding Available: $45,000 

• Maximum Award Per Project: $10,000 

• Online Application Form: https://forestry.guam.gov/fina-maolek 

• Downloadable Resources: Site Map Template, Maintenance Plan Example, Budget 
Worksheets, GFAP: https://forestry.guam.gov/forestry/finamaolek 

• Questions? Email: forestry@doag.guam.gov 

Who Should Apply? 
Schools, nonprofits, cultural organizations, village groups, and community coalitions with a 
vision for improving public spaces through tree planting, public outreach, training, or nature-
based education. 

Project Categories 
1. Demonstration Tree Planting Projects 

Projects must showcase the value of trees in shared spaces and may include Green 
Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI), heat island mitigation, native tree propagation, or shade 
provision. Projects may also demonstrate long-term maintenance strategies, planting design, 
or erosion control. 

2. Urban & Community Forestry Technology Tools 

These include projects that use urban forestry software such as i-Tree or GIS to map trees, 
evaluate canopy cover, or assess environmental benefits. Citizen science efforts using 
Community Forest Protocol (CFP) are encouraged. 



3. Urban Forestry and Professional Training 

Funding may support workforce development, skills-based training in arboriculture, youth 
programs, or certified workshops that support Guam’s urban forestry sector. 

4. Education & Public Outreach 

Projects that engage the public through educational campaigns, events, curriculum, 
storytelling, or creative projects (e.g., art, media, signage) that elevate the value of trees and 
green spaces. 

Fina’maolek Overview 
• Total funding available: $45,000 

• Individual grant range: $500–$10,000 

o Guasali/Gaosali - $500 - $2,499 

o Ifit/Ifil - $2,500 - $10,000 (Tree planting projects only) 

• Reimbursements will be made monthly. Invoices and receipts will be required for 
reimbursement. 

• Dollar-for-dollar match required (in-kind or cash) 

• Project timeline: 1 year max 

• Maintenance requirement: 3 years for demonstration tree planting projects  

• Reporting will be required for all projects. Depending on the type of project, 
frequency of reporting will vary.  

• Inspection of Project: The Forestry & Soil Resources Division may conduct site 
inspections and shall be given access to all documents related to the grant. 

What’s New in 2026? 
• Soil Analysis: Strongly encouraged for planting projects. Contact the UOG Soil Lab for 
pricing. https://www.uog.edu/landgrant/services/soil-analysis 

• Permits: Some GSI projects may require permits. Coordinate with DPW or Guam EPA as 
needed. 

 

 

 

 



• Requirements for projects proposed on Government Land 

A written agreement is required with the land managing agency of your proposed site. 

Projects through your Village Mayor’s office  

Download the Project Permission Template 

https://bit.ly/4jHJguN 

 

or the Department of Parks of Recreation through their “Adopt-A-Park” Program. 

Download the Adopt-A-Park application 

https://dpr.guam.gov/adopt-a-park-program/ 

 

• Arbor Month Exhibit: All grantees must showcase their work at the October 2026 Arbor 
Month Exhibit. 

• Quarterly Check-ins: Required meetings to review budget and progress. These are 
supportive, not punitive. 

• USFS Site Visits: Projects may be visited by U.S. Forest Service partners during the grant 
period. 

• Product Review: All public-facing materials must be approved by Guam UCF before 
release. 

Understanding What’s Fundable 
• Volunteer hours may be counted towards your match. BUT hours must be 

physically logged to count as a match. No digital sign ins. Volunteer Rate: $37.47 

• Employee time can be counted towards a match, at their staff payrate. 

• Small equipment can be purchased on approval. Large equipment can be rented 
upon approval. Include in your budget. 

• Up to 10% of the total grant request may be budgeted for planning and design. 

• Technical Assistance for Demo Tree Planting Projects 

o An additional 10% may be budgeted for a qualified professional to provide 
tree planting and maintenance training and offer onsite support. 

 

 

https://bit.ly/4jHJguN
https://dpr.guam.gov/adopt-a-park-program/


Unallowable Activities Include: 

• No purchase of office equipment 

• No promotional giveaways (educational materials only) 

• No purchase of large equipment 

• Funds cannot be used towards employee salary/pay 

• No shift of funds to and from contractual and supplies 

Collaborate with Our Partners 
Applicants are encouraged to collaborate with mayors, schools, and agencies like DPR and 
Guam EPA. For example, a village may need trees for shade or erosion control—develop the 
project together! This reinforces our cultural value of inafa’maolek and helps build stronger 
stewardship of our land. 

 

Email for questions: 

finamaolek@smarttreeespacific.org / dcrisostomo@smarttreespacific.org  

mailto:finamaolek@smarttreeespacific.org
mailto:dcrisostomo@smarttreespacific.org
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