
Botanical Name:  Tristiropsis obtusangula               Author: Joe Tuquero  
Common Name:  Faia                                                     Photos: Forestry& Soil Resources Division (F&SRD)               
Native Range:   Western Malesia, Some Pacific Islands (Marianas)                Created: August 17, 2007                                            

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
Faia is a large tree (up to 50ft.) native to Mariana Islands and other Pacific Islands.  Flowers grow in racemes at branch 
tips, and its woody fruits mature from green to brown.   
Propagation 
Faia fruits contain one to two seeds. Seeds germinate 1-3 months after sowing.  They are enclosed in individual hard-
shelled chambers that should be chipped to allow water to enter.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uses 
Chopak’s hard wood is durable and is used for construction of homes, fences, and tool handles.  Its heartwood can be 
used as a red dye (Raulerson & Rinehart, 1991).  Forestry has started to grow chopak in the nursery, which may be used 
for reforestation of natives and urban plant projects in the future.  
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For Further Information: 
Department of Agriculture, Guam Forestry 
& Soil Resources Division  
Phone: (671) 735-3949/51 
Fax: (671) 734-0111 
163 Dairy Rd Mangilao, Guam 96913 
www.guamforestry.org 
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